DOE not seeking
landowner buyout

B Agency will discuss
year-long stuady pertain-
ing to contaminated
groundwater,

By Joe Walker
Sun Business Editor
Jwalker@paducahsun.com

The Department of Energy has
no plans to buy land above a mas-
sive area of contaminated ground-
water near the Paducah Gaseous
Diffusion Plant, but Joey Wray says
many of his neighbors wouldn't be
interested even if an offer were
made.

“Most of us wouldn't be for it,”
said Wray, who lives at 6355 Me-
tropolis Lake Road. *The reason
is most of us have lived here our
entire lives, It's our home, our par-
ents' home and our grandparents’
home.”

He also wonders why DOE is
even considering a buyout if the
contamination is no longer a threat.
Since 1994, the government has pro-
vided free municipal water to 121
plant-neighboring households and
businesses because of an estimated
10 hillion gallons of contaminated
groundwater. The area is 60 to 120
feet deep, flows from the uranium-
enrichment plant to the Ohio River

BARKLEY THIELEMANTHS Sun
This well monitors groundwater on Glenda Wray's property
on Metropolis Lake Road.

and contains trichlorcethylene, a DOE public meeting last June,
once liberally used by the factory and they plan to attend a follow-up

as a degreaser. meeting at § pam. Tuesday at the
Wray and his mom, Glenda
Wray, shared those opinions at Please see DOE /104
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