By Jaclyn Brenning

i The Paducah Sun

{ GILEERTSVILLE, Ky. — Sharon Noffsinger of
i Muhlenberg County has spent every Fourth of July at
| the Kentucky Dam Village State Resort Park camp-
i ground for more than 40 years Katie, her black and
i white rat terrier, has been coming for three.

Katie goes everywhere with Noffsinger and the

——
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grandchildren. She goes on walks in the park and
sleeps in the air-conditioned camper. And she tags
along in the family boat fo watch the shower of fire-
works over Kentucky Lake.

“She’s a great little dog,” Noffsinger said, scralching
between the terrier's ears Thursday afternoon. *You
should really see her try to go fishing with us”

Noffsinger is one of about 220 guests in the camp-
ground over the holiday weekend.

Her first trip meant sleeping in a truck bed with a
tarp stretched over it as a tent. Next was a real tent,
then a used RV and finally a new RV
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DOE neighbors

question buyout

M Contaminated water
afiracts study of possible

property purchases.

By Jos Walker
Sun Busmess Editos
Jwalker@paducahsun.com

Glenda Wray shook her head
at the idea of a $300,000 study to
help the federal government decide
whether to offer to buy contami-
nated land around the Paducah
Gaseous Diffusion Plant,

*We don't want to sell our prop-
erty,” she said, “and we don't want
somebody else taking it to resell
for indust rg

She and her son, Joey Wray,

both residents of Metropolis Lake
Road just east of the plant, were
among about 80 people who attend-
ed a Department of Energy meat-
ing Thursday night to discuss the
congressionally mandated study.
The meeting was held immediately
behind the plant in the West Ken-
tucky Wildlife Management Area
clubhouse, whose well is contami-
nated and capped.

Many in attendance were among
the 121 plant-neighboring house-
holds and businesses who have re-
ceived free municipal water from
DOE since 19 because of an es-
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Contamination near plant ...

Continuad from 14

fimated 10 billion gallons of con-
taminated groundwater. The area
is B to 120 feet deep, flows from
the plant to the Ohio River amd
chietly contains trichlorpethylene
once liberally used by plant work:
€rs as a degreaser.

“It's another example to me
of a waste of money,” Joey Wray
said. “They keep saving there's
no health risk from it If there's
no health risk, why bother?”

The Wrays were among about
135 people owning 2 pieces of
land who joined a 1997 federal
lawsuit alleging former plant con-
tractors poisoned and devalued
their land. The suit remains he-
fore the US. 6th Circuit Court of
Appeals after being dismissed in
Paducah in early {4

Joey Wray said his and his
mother’s wells were sealed by
DOE in return for getting free
municipal water. He said they
were told their wells are contami-
nated, but have never seen infor-
mation to verify that.

Vicki Jurka of Goleonda, I11.,
asked how many private wells
near the plant are contaminated
above drinking water standards,
DOE’s Rich Bonczek said he was
not sure, but that information
would be made available to resi-

dents.

Afterward, Jurka said she un-
derstands there are five contami-
nated wells, hut has asked for six
vears and never received an of-
ficial answer. & member of the
watchdog group Active Citizens
for Truth, she is concerned about
radioactive substances being in

tables near the uranium en-
richment factory

The meeting kicked off the
study, which sprang from a plant
citizens' advisory hoard recom-
mendation in March 2004. DOE
has hired the University of Ken-
tucky-based Kentucky Research
Consortium for Energy and En-
vironment to do the work. A draft
report is due Sept. 15 and a final
report Oct, 31. Another public
meeting will be held in October:

Biil Murphie, who oversees
DOE cleanup work at the plant,
said the study will determine the
cost-efficiency of a buyout but
will not make recommendations,
“Purchasing property like this is
kind of an extraordinary measure
... The default is to not do that.”

But the groundwater contami-
nation “doesn't speak well of
DOE's past practices,” he said,
The area is one of the largest in
the nation, Murphie said, adding
that the study will heip DOE de-
cide long-term cleanup options.

Ragland bond set at $1 million

Associated Pross
LEXINGTON, Ky. — A man
accused of murdering a Univer-
sity of Hentucky foothall player
must post a §1 million bond 1o be
released pending his second trial,
a judge ruled Thursday.

Shane Ragland, accused of
shooting Trent DiGiuro in 1994,
sought a lower bond. Fayette
Circuit Judge Themas Clark also
stipulated that Ragland pay for
an electronic monitoring program
and refrain from drugs.
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Consortium director Lindell
Ormshee said his group will
evaluate a range of land-cleamup
alternatives in terms of cost and
protecting public health and the
environment. The information
will be used by DOE in meeting
the federal legislation, which re-
quires studying whether a buyout
“is in the best interests of taxpay-
ers”

Ormsbee said the study will fo-
cus on land under which U-shaped
contaminated groundwater flows.
Radioactive technetium, another
pollutant, is mainly confined to
the plant grounds, he said.

Public and private land wili be
evaluated in blocks at fair mar-
ket value as compared with other
property in MeCracken County.
Among the options considered
will be outright purchase, buying
the Jand but allowing residents to
stay, or purchasing easements
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